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Oh Sure, The 
Gowns Are 
Lovely 


Have I mentioned we give money to charity? 
I think it’s maybe come up in a column or 
twelve. Well, the reason I bring it up now is 
simple. Recently, Ron and Mr. Vera, last 
year’s Emperor and Empress, presented to 
Kairos House acheque for $3833.50. Kairos 
House has long been on the main beneficiaries 
for ISCWR fundraising, and this money will 
help them in the services they provide to 
people living with HIV. This money was in 
addition tothe $2250 Ronand Mr. Veragave 
away in 

scholarships at 


. efforts of other organizations. Coronation 


Balls, in addition to beinga lotof fun, are also 
the culmination ofa year’s effort. It’s the one 
last weekend to raise even more money, to go 
out in style and grace, and to leave behind 
memories of your year as wonderful and 
magical as every yearis. 


This year in Vancouver, wearen’tdoingabig 
courtentrance. A fterlast year, everyone was 
kind of expecting something fabulous, but 
we’ resavingour fabulousness for other events. 
We’ Ilstill sparkle and shine, and I’msure Ida 
and | have atrick ortwoupoursleeve forthe 
Out-of-Town Show, and Bobby and 
Ladonna will still show hospitality Big Onion- 
style at their hallway party after the ball (see 
Bobby, I mentioned you twice now!) I think 
there are about 20 people going from 
Edmonton, and when they get back, I’m sure 
their tales of fun 
andcraziness will 


their Ball last double that 
August, as well number for 
as other Calgary’s ball 
donations they April 20. 
made to groups 
throughouttheir So that’s pretty 
year. much it for this 
. ARGS, Ia month. We've 
For Ida and ~ MS “ugh fun’ bad Maly tha gotplans forPride 
myself, it Week comingup, 
reaffirmed why our Gay 
we do this. Oh 


sure, the gowns 

are lovely, the shows are fun, and the cocktails 
are frequent, but at the end of the day, the 
reward for involvement in the Court is 
presenting money to a group that needs it, 
knowing thatall those shows and flower bulbs 
and quilttickets and dances are going to make 
areal difference in peoples’ lives. 


The Court is known for putting on theirown 
fundraisers, but we are always there to support 
other groups’ events as muchas possible. Ida 
and I were at Bev Crest’s October Kairos 
House fundraiser, atGLCCE’s The Curtain 
Rises, at Living Positive’s Walk n Rock, to 
name but a few. Most recently, our Upper 
House got turned-about for Sticky Vicky’s 
“Drag Makes A Switch” fundraiser for cystic 
fibrosis. While the girls were boys, the boys 
were girls, and I think our IC Prince Bobby 
and myself realize, admire, and respect the 
amount of work a boy goes through to become 
alovely girl. 


AsI writethis, lamalsopacking for Vancouver. 
Their ball this weekend is perhaps the clearest 
way people in any Court supportthe fundraising 


Edmonton and 
Entertainer of the Y ear Pageants, a few other 
shows and fundraisers, and we always 
welcome new people and new ideas. Ittruly 
is a worthwhile organization to belong to, 
even if you’re a boy who has no desire to 
wear a dress (trust me, I’ll never run for 
Empress—what’s that you say Debi? Never 
say Never?). Our General Meetings are the 
last Wednesday of 
every month, so 
come out and see 
what’s going on. 
Trust me. As 
amazing as the fun 
will be, it’s almost 
nothing compared 
to how rewarded 
you feel when those 
cheques are 
presented and you 
realize that in having fun, you’ ve made a huge 
difference in peoples’ lives. 


EDMONTON 


Cheers! 
Rob Bigonion, WPCC 
Emperor XX VI 


Mamma ( 


wee 


Cow’ over 


ll R 


Congress 
Attempts To 
Divert 
Attention 
Away From 
Government 
Corruption 
Scandal 


By Mike Schiller 


Inanattemptto divert public attention 
away fromthe governmentcorruption 
aspects of the Enron scandal, both 
Bush and Congressional leaders are 
stooping to a new all-time low. In 
typical Bush-logic-speak, congress 
attempted to blame Wall Street 
Analysts for “not speaking up”. This 
is simply misinformation and blatant 
propaganda akin to the assertion that 
the votes in Florida had “already been 
counted three times”. Like the vote- 
count-lie, tothe average person who 
didn’t follow the events closely 
enough, it seems plausible. 


Yet anyone who knows anything 
about how Enron’s accounting 
practices became publicly known 
would tell you that the analysts on 
Wall Street were the first people to 
truly call attention tothe issues which 
led to Enron’s collapse. Most major 
financial firms has issued “Sell” 
recommendations prior to the point 
at which Congressacknowledged any 
problem with Enron at all. How can 
congress criticize analysts for 
something congress itself failed to 
recognize. These analysts do not 
work for Enron. They have no stake 
in seeing one company do well over 
&nother. These firms make money 


no matter whose stock they sell. 
They rely on the same public 
disclosure documents as everyone 
else, and combine that with 
information regarding acompany’s 
year-to-date performance and 
relative performance to the S&P 500 
to make their decisions, along with 
studies on consumer and business 
trends. 


At the time most analysts were 
changing their rating to “Sell”, 
Congress was still seriously 
considering legislation to plunder the 
arctic wildlife refuge and Enronize 
the nation’s energy industry laws. 
The mainstream media was trying 
desperately to downplay the 
significance of the recommendation 
changes. This smear campaign 
against Wall Street has no more 
substance than the “white house 
vandalism” scandal that was later 
revealed to be a hoax. As with the 
fake “vandalism scandal”, it’s 
disappointing to see some 
congressional Democrats actually 
falling into Bush’strap. Anyone with 
an objective eye can clearly see that 
Enron’s corrupt business practices 
were first brought to light by the 
analysts. Congress did not even 
acknowledgean Enron problem until 
months after most firms had already 
issuedastrong “Sell” 
recommendation. 
The public, of 
course, doesn’t 
understand this 
becausethey weren’t 
reading the financial 
trade papers at the 
time. So Bush and 
Congress tell more 
lies and distort the 
truth intheir attempts 
to find someone else to blame for a 
problem that can only be blamed on 
the Republican Party (and a few 
Texas Democrats). It’s time to focus 
attention onthe real problem, which 
isthe sheer flaws in Bush’s domestic 


energy and economic agenda, and the 
fact that Enron was permitted to 
manipulate electricity prices in California 
with the help of several Bush 
administration officials. Wall Street was 
as victimized by Enron as the investors 
and laid-off employees were. 


None of this would have happened ifthe 
media, covered companies, and investors, 
would listen to the analysts more often. 
When an analyst lowers a company’s 
recommendation, the company should 
welcome it as a signal that changes to 
their business plan must be made. They 
should be thankful that there are people 
who are smart enough to recognize 
business trends and dispense advice that 
could actually help them to better 
themselves. Any company who tries to 
retaliate against an analyst, just because 
the analyst lowers their recommendation 
rating, is actually making a serious 
mistake. If Enron, orany other company 
truly wanted to succeed, they should be 
proactive, not reactive. The real crime 
committed was perpetuated by the 
mainstream news media, which tried to 
suppress the stories about Enron’s 
impending collapse until the last minute, 
even as the company was being 
downgraded by Wall Street. The analysts 
exposed Enron for what it truly was. 
They were the first people to publicly 
speak about Enron’s unsavoury 
practices. They were the 
first people to disclose to 
the publicthat there was a 
problem. Bush had been 
silent. Congress wassilent. 
The media was silent. Y et 
the analysts spoke up the 
momentthey were able to 
showthere wasa problem. 
In fact, that’s probably 
why these politicians are 
so bitter. The Analysts 
were the real whistleblowers in this case; 
the true Heroes, and they deserve to be 
praised, not chastised for it. 

(Mike Schiller is an independent writer 
and poet who can be reached at 
mikeschiller.com) 
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Reduction 
In Services 
And Loss 
Of Jobs 


By David Schaaf 


The provincial governmentunveiled 
its Budget this week. Budgets are 
about providing sustainability and 
predictability. Whatthis government 
showed instead was that they don’t 
have a plan; that they decide things 
on an ad hoc basis; and that they 
can’t be trusted to keep their word. 


The premier made the promise last 


12224 Jasper Ave 
(780) 482-7960 
WWwW.gayedmonton.com 


year that “the only way taxes are 
going in this province are down.” 
No matter how this governmenttries 
to justify it, the government has flip- 
flopped and Albertans will now be 
paying more. 


The most unfair increase in taxes is 
the 30% increase in health-care 
premiums. The impact this will have 
on Albertans and Alberta businesses 
is wide ranging. Despite a 1996 
commitment by the government that 
health-care premiums would not be 
increased for seniors in the future, 
regardless of increases forthe public, 
seniors will have to pay the increased 
premiums. 


As well, Alberta businesses, in 
particular small businesses, will be 
faced with paying higher premiums 
as well. Businesses will either have to 
pay the increased premiums on behalf 


of their employees or face pressure 
from these employees to make up for 
the lost income from the increase. 
This will have a negative impact on 
Alberta’s competitiveness. 


The most fundamental problem with 
health-care premiums is that they are 
a regressive tax and the heaviest 
burden falls on the lower and middle- 
income families. Someone who has 
to pay the family rate of over $1000 
a year for health care premiums will 
have a much more if not impossible 
time paying this premium when 
compared to someone making over 
$100,000 a year. 


Not only will Albertans face higher 
taxes, they will also be seeing a 
reduction in services and loss of jobs. 
While the government did increase 
the budget for many departments, in 
some cases these increases do not 


keep up with population growth and 
inflation costs. As well, almosthalf of 
the government departments received 
smaller increases this year than they 
were originally 
promised in last 
year’s business 
plans. 


As well, after 
implementing 
cuts to the budget 
in the fall the 
government now 
is giving money 
back for 
transportation 
projects. Give 
departments 
money; then take 
it away; then give it back. Where is 
the logic or sustainability in that? 


The biggest issues with this budget 


are the apparent contradictions. 
According to the government our 
economy is doing well, Albertans are 
well offand there is a blue-sky picture 
ahead. If that’s 
the case, why is 
the government 
increasing taxes, 
cutting jobs and 
cutting services? 


Itisclear that this 
government 
simply does not 
know how to 
build a 
sustainable 
budget. We’ve 
seen record 
surpluses one 
year followed by cuts and tax increases 
in the next. The people of Alberta 
deserve to know that their leaders 
have the ability to plan further into the 


future than merely a few days or 
months. Voters also deserve to know 
that they can take their representatives 
attheir word when promises are made. 
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One- 
Way 
Tickets 
To The 
U.S. 


By Laurie Blakeman — 
Liberal MLA 


The Klein government 
demonstrated once again its 
lack of regard for Alberta 
workers with its arrogant 
implementation of Bill 12. 
Bill 12 imposesan arbitration 
process on teachersand bars 
them from striking for 18 
months. In passing the 
legislation, the Tory 
governmenthas made itclear 
that it- holds workers in 
absolute disdain. Even if 
you’re not a teacher, the 
decision to push Bill 12 
through the legislature 
indicates that while the 
government is happy to take 


workers’ tax dollars, it 
10 


en  ——— 


couldn’t care less about 
workers’ rights. 


The way Klein is dealing 
with the teachers’ strike 
should be familiar to 
Albertans who saw his 
handiwork during the 
nurses’ strike. He publicly 
reviledthenurses’ abilities, 
took them to court, 
annihilated the strike 
process and attempted to 
break their union. Guess 
who was waiting in the 
wings to hire the nurses 
trained (and subsidized) in 
our Alberta universities? 
Americans. Nurses went 
south in droves to work in 
United States hospitals 
willing to pay them the 
wages their work deserves. 


This is going to happen 
with our teachers. US 
President George Bush has 
committed American tax 
dollars to invest in their 
educational system. He 
knows that there is a 
teachers’ shortage and he’s 
prepared to talk seriously 
about issues of classroom 
size and wages in a bid to 
interest men and women in 
working in the classroom. 
If we continue to ignore 
teachers’ complaints in 
Canada, they too will go 
south. We're already 
hearing about a teachers’ 
shortage, particularly in the 
northern parts of the 
province. With Bill 12, 
Klein might as well buy 
teachers one-way tickets 
to the US. 


Onarelated note, recently in 
the legislature | asked if it 
was true that a VLT 
maintenance worker was 
considered an essential 
worker and thus notallowed 
tostrike. The answer? Yes, 
VLT maintenance workers 
are considered essential. My 
retort is: essential to whom? 
Is this the latest move by the 
Klein government—to make 
ALL workersessential? How 
about you? Are you inajob 
that has been deemed 
“essential” by the provincial 
government, even ifitdoesn’t 
follow the logicthat essential 
denotes. If so, let me know. 
I want to highlight just how 
ridiculous this situation is 


becoming in Alberta. 


Ifyou would like to be onan 
email list forme to send you 
copies of questions asked in 
Question Period, please send 
me your email address and 
let me know whether you 
are aconstituent or where in 
Alberta you live. 


Laurie Blakeman MLA 
Edmonton-Centre 
Contact me by email 
blakeman(@oanet.com 
orvisitthe office at #3, 9908- 
109 Street, Edmonton, AB. 
TSK 1H5 

Phone 414-0743, Fax 414- 
0772 
www.laurieblakeman.com 
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Next Meetings will 
be held Friday, 
April 12th 


Place Woodys Pub 
11725 - Jasper Avenue 
Time: 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 


Bring business cards 
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Commentary 


By Dennis Cambly 
Managing Editor 


Kleins’ 
Kinky 
Klowns 
Inc. 


Itis funny how things happen 
ina thought and then happen 
so quickly in reality. | was 
thinking about how long it 
would take the Klein Klowns 
Inc. to begin to blame Ottawa 
for the entire Conservative 
government’s bad 
management. Low and 
behold there it was on the 
radio this morning giving full 
blame to Ottawa for things 
happening here in Alberta. 
The most recent expense 
account given to us as a 
budget was not about raising 
taxes by almost 
$1,000,000,000.00, it was 
really about finding a way 
for the Klein Klowns to bow 
their collective little heads 


towards the east and blame 
Ottawa and Eastern Canada. 


People, this was not a 
budget but rather a bad joke 
due to mismanagement of 
money here in Alberta. 
Since it is very popular to 
use tobacco as the almighty 
demon for every woe it was 
done to us again. Were you 
fooled into believing that 
this new tax was going to fill 
the coffers? Or did you 
take a serious look at the 
potential number of jobs 
that will be lost because of 
the increases elsewhere in 
this hilarious act ofbuggery. 
You bet folks, you got it up 
the ass by the Klein Klowns 
and now you can watch as 
they blame it on someone 
else. For years we have 
watched this little band of 
small-minded people waste 
billions of dollars on their 
friends. You were told that 
35,000 new jobs would be 
created over the next year 
in this province. You were 
not told that 99 percent of 
these jobs would be low 
paying and likely below the 
poverty line. What medium 
or large company would 
come to Alberta in order to 
pay what is proving to be 
the highest tax rate in 
Canada? Think it over as 
your tax-free day was mid- 
July as of two years ago. 
Withall these increases here 
inA lberta you will be paying 
every penny you make to 
taxation until mid-August. 
A person needs to look atall 
the “user fees” in the 
province to gather up the 
numbers. The Klein 


Klowns nearly left their 
favourite drug off the list by 
only increasing a case of 
beer forty cents. Gary Mar 
says that alcohol is not a 
problem for the health 
system and | wonder if he 
can count all the way up to 
21. 


One item that did not get 
touched of course was the 
pay increases to MLAs by 
seventeen percent this past 
year with another increase 
on the plate. So here we are 
inthe firststages of becoming 
a “have not” province while 
sitting on the largest oil and 
gas reserves in the world. 
The Klowns could not 
increase the royalty rate 
because that would screw 
up the deals that Klein’s 
Klowns Inc. have made with 
the multi-national oil 
companies. Those same 
companies pay Alberta one 
half of what they pay to 
Alaska forthe same product. 


However, the word comes 
from the man who never 
was elected by the American 
people George Bush that 
Alberta gives it away for 
next to nothing. Besides the 
American congress does not 
want anything to do with 
cleaner air, water and soil so 
they said no to the Kyoto 
agreement. This agreement 
would force Alberta to stop 
being anumber one polluter 
in Canada. Then again, the 


Klein Klowns are ready to 
open pig farms so large that 
they will pollute hundreds of 
square kilometres of land in 
southern Alberta. The folks 
down there better get used 
to the smell and get used to 
drinking pig piss, all 
compliments of the Klein 
Klowns Inc. 


So if you heard the news 
from Klein which | find very 
difficult to call a budget, as 
it appeared to be something 
thrown together while 
consuming huge quantities 
of alcohol, do not despair. A 
new and balanced act will 
now take place as the 
underground market gets to 
work in A lberta. Billions will 
be taken out of the market 
with no thought given to this 
band that is so out of tune 
with reality. 


And let us all pray that some 
store clerk, earning 
minimum wage, is not shot 
throw the head for a carton 
of cigarettes. Just give them 
the smokes and worry not as 
they are worth more than 
any money in the cash 
drawer. 


It is not about your Health 
and Wellness at all, it is 
about multi-national 
companies not wanting to 
pay the proper royalty for oil 
and gas and letting people in 
southern Alberta drink pig 
piss. 
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A View 
from the 
Top 
IDENTITY 


By Sir Michael 


Definition: The 
distinguishing character or 
personality of an individual 
or group. 


Was we find ourselves and 
our way of life, we try to 
establish an identity that 
tells people who and what 
we are. As leather folk we 


choose to be different, we 
choose to stand out and 
be noticed, we draw this 
from our inner strength 
and bring it to the surface 
for all to see. We take 
pride in who and what we 
are, we dare to be 
different, we dare to be 
the same. 


Why I bring this up is this 
year in Edmonton for the 
first time, will be the start 
of a new identity with in 
the lesbian community. 
The first Ms. Edmonton 
Leather Contest that will 
be held on April 5th, 6th, 
and 7th at Secrets Bar & 
Grill. A new identity is 
going to be created to add 
to the ever-growing 


“TAVERNA } 
10444 - 82 Avenue 
433-6768 


community we have here | a, much as this city has 


in this city. A new voice 
willbe heard, anewattitude 
will be 
viewed. 
We, the 
leather 
folk of 
Edmonton 
welcome 
this new 
venture 
that the 
women 
have taken 
on. This 
contest 
will be to 
bring out one individual to 
represent the leather 
women of Edmonton, to 
add a new voice to the 
community collective. 


2 for I Lattés 


11725 - Jasper Ave 


supported Northern Chaps, 


Edmonton’s male leather 


group, we ask you to do the 
same for our leather women. 
The more support we have 
within our community, the 
stronger it will get and the 


louder the voices will be... 
to make ONE! 


On June 15th of this year 
will be the second annual 
Mr. Edmonton Leather 
Contest. Where the men 
of our leather community 
come to compete for the 
position to represent 
Edmonton’s male leather 
community. Then, in 
combination with the soon 
to be first Ms. Edmonton 
Leather and the new Mr. 
Edmonton Leather we 
create a stronger voice for 
our men and women to 
speak through. We gain 
more ground in 
representation to our own, 
we gain more ground in 
representation to the 


public. We are proud of who 
and what we are. 


For those who may not know 
or realize we have more then 
just these two groups that 
represent our leather and 
fetish community, we also 
have in this city, EOS (Fetish 
group) and National Leather 
Association Edmonton 
Chapter. Ifyou are interested 
in learning more about these 
groups, you can check out the 
Recognized Community 
Builders page of Times. 10, or 
you can come to the events 
they hold and meet us face to 
face. 


In Leather Pride 
Sir Michael 
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Inteuet Cafe 


Open Stage 
Hosted by Ben Spencer & Friends 
Thursday after 8 P.M. 
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Conrad's Sugarbowl 
Coffee House 


10724-124 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 


EGALE 
Report 


EGALE 
Demands 
Government 
Action On 
Same-Sex 
Marriage 


In its Annual Report tabled 
in Parliament yesterday, the 
Canadian Human Rights 
Commission called on 
Parliament to recognize 
same-sex marriage. 


Noting “recognition of the 
human rights of gays and 
lesbians has made 
remarkable progress in the 
last decade”, the 
Commission nonetheless 
found that “one major issue 
remains to be resolved: 
marriage.” 


The Commission cited a 
recent report of the Law 
Commission of Canada, 
which stated, “there is no 
justification for maintaining 
the current distinctions 
between same-sex and 
heterosexual conjugal 
unions... If governments are 
to continue to maintain an 
institution called marriage, 
they cannot do so in a 
discriminatory fashion.” 
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The Canadian Human 
RightsCommission went on 
to say: 


“The Commission agrees. 
It recognizes and respects 
that formany, marriage isa 


A 
ne, 
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. sensitive issue bound with 


deeply felt religious beliefs 
and cultural practices. It is, 
nevertheless, also a reality 
that there are many gay and 
lesbian Canadians living 
today in long-term 
committed relationships, 
caring for each other, and 
raising families together. 
They are entitled to respect 
and dignity and should be 
afforded the same 
recognition in law as 
opposite-sex couples.” 


“Enough is enough!” said 
John Fisher, Executive 
Director of the national 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered equality 
rights organization EGALE. 
“The Law Commission of 
Canada says the federal 
government is 
discriminating against 
Canadians in same-sex 
relationships by denying us 
the equal right to marry. 
The Canadian Human 
Rights Commission says the 
federal government is 
discriminating against 
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Canadians in same-sex 
relationships by denying us 
the equal right to marry. 
According to the polls, two- 
thirds of Canadians support 
equal marriage rights for 
same-sex couples. When 


CANADA 


will Parliament stop 
discriminating and amend 
its marriage laws to treat 
same-sex couples equally?” 


“This very day, federal 


lawyers are appearing in a 
Quebec courtroom, fighting 
to maintain discrimination 
against same-sex couples. 
It’s an embarrassment to 
Canadians that our own 
governmentis wasting public 
funds in its determination to 
discriminate against its own 
citizens. EGALE calls upon 
the Minister of Justice to 
listen to the Canadian Human 
Rights Commission, respect 
the laws of the land and end 
the discrimination.” 


For more 
information, 

John Fisher, 
Executive Director, 
EGALE. 
613-230-1043, cell: 
613-291-5187 


Tuesdays % 

. ° Se iu 

in April at *¢-R&t. 

2 - The Pet Shop Boys 
CD Release Party 

9 - Dream Supremes 

Show 
23 - Supremes 2nd 


Coming 
30 - Ladonna's Review 


Hot Male Stripper Every Tuesday 
$2.75 Domestic Beer 10-11 pm 


The Roost, a Private Members Club 
10345-104 Street, 426-3150 


Be bold and 
courageous. 
When you look 
hack on your life 
you'll regret the 
things you didn't 


do more than the 
ones you did. 
anonymous 


flowers, one of a kind treasures, 


* Marl 
Richards 


Calgary 
2101 - 4th Street S.W. 
(403) 228-6335 * Fax 228-6229 


Edmonton 

On 102nd 

12325 - 102 Avenue 

(780) 488-4359 + (780)488-9573 


At Debaji’s 


7115 - 109 Street 
(780) 435-7894 « Fax 436-3753 


hand woven rugs 


Pride a eO 


Hours @ 
Sun - Thurs | 
12Noon-10PM 
Fri - Sat 
12 Noon - 12 Midnite 


Free Parking 
at Back Entrance 


TUL a ae 
VHS, DVD, Toys 


Cards, Magazines 


Internet Room 


10121-124 Street 
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Recognized Community Builders 


Affirm United 


(United Church of Canada) 
meets at McDougall United 
Church 10025 - 101 St. Last 
Saturday of the month at 
7:30-9:30 PM. For more info, 
call Larry at429-4269 or 
Phyllis/Tess at 462-8896, 


Alberta Pflag 


Meets the last Sunday of 
each month at Knox-Met 
Church. The Church is 
located at the corner of 109 
Street and 83 Avenue. 
Meeting time is 2 P.M. 
Contact Ellen by phone at 
465-3057 or by e-mail 


showrish@compusmart.ab.ca, 


Alcoholics Anonymous 


A A isa fellowship of men 
and women who share their 
experience, strength and 
hope with each other that 
they may solve their 
common problem and help 
others to recover from 
alcoholism. The only 
requirement for membership 
is a desire to stop drinking. 
Call 424-5900 for times and 
places of Gay and Lesbian 
meetings. 


Arctic Front Runners 


We are a group of gay and 
lesbian runners that meet on 
Sunday mornings for a run 
on the river valley trail 
system. We are a 
recreational group and 
runners of all speeds are 
welcome, The length of our 
runs varies from about 7 to 
10 km. We yak, laugh, and 
socialize during the runs and 
often go for brunch together 
afterward. During the spring, 
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summer, and fall, we meet 
beneath the electronic sign 
at 87 Ave and 114 St on the 
University campus at 11:00 
AM. For more information, 
call Billat436-7892. 


AXIOS - Edmonton 


AXIOS is an international 
organization of Eastern 
Orthodox and Eastern-Rite 
Catholic Gay and Lesbian 
Christians. Our mandate is to 
promote a greater 
understanding of human 
sexuality and spirituality 
within the Eastern Christian 
tradition. The AXIOS 
monthly newsletter is 
available via the Internet. 


Badminton League 


The badminton league is 
designed for men and 
women of all ages and 
experience. Players who are 
interested can participate in 
Calgary’s Western Cup 
Tournament during the 
Easter Long Weekend. For 
further information, please 
contact Bruce at 453-1244 
(email: 
cwbyteddy/@powersurfr.com) 
or Dennis at 471-4409, 


The B.E.A.R.S of Edmonton 


A group for hairy men and 
their admirers meet the first 
and third Saturday of each 
month 9:00 p.m. -11:00 p.m. 
at Buddys Night Club. Or 
write us at#47, 10024-82nd 
Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada T6E 1Z3. 


Brethren Mennonite 
Council 


For Gay, Lesbian and 


Bisexual concerns. This is a 
support community for gay, 
lesbian and bisexual 
Mennonites and friends. 
Contact Tim at 434-5360 or 
Heather at 987-4974. email 


address jonrach@msn.com 


Dignity Edmonton 


This Edmonton chapter is a 
support community for gay 
and lesbian Catholics and 
friends. Contact Bernard at 
451-1794 or Joseph at 48 1- 
4218 


Classics 


A social group for lesbians 
over 40. Meetings on the first 
Sunday of the month at 2 
p.m,,. Call Donna at 456-1008 


Edmonton PFLAG/T 


Parents, Families & Friends 
of Lesbians & Gays. 
Edmonton PFLAG/T 
promotes the health and 
well-being of Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender 
persons, their families and 
friends through support, 
education and advocacy. 
Meetings are held the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month at 
GLCCE. For information 
contact, Lynne at 462-5958 
or e-mail: 
pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 


Edmonton Prime Timers 


We are a chapter of Prime 
Timers Worldwide, an 
international social 
organization for mature gay 
and bisexual men and their 
younger friends over 21. Our 
activities include: theatre 
nights, video nights, pub 
nights, Sunday brunches, 


and dining out. We meet the 
second Sunday of every 
month (except July and 
August) at 3:00 PM at the 
Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton (12530 110 Ave.) 
for a social period, a guest 
speaker, and an optional 
supper at a restaurant. For 
more information, contact 
Peter at 426-7019, Ron by 
e-mail at 
mercury(@planet.eon.net, or 
better yet...join us at our 
monthly meeting. 


Edmonton Rainbow 
Business 


Association (ERBA): 

Gay men and Lesbians in 
business and our non-gay 
friends; Join us ...share your 
business knowledge, learn 
more, make new friends, 
network ... in positive, proud 
space where being yourself 
is the norm. Call Bill 
Faulkner for more 
information at 422 6207. 
Membership $25.00/yr. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 


Women and men of all 
sexual orientations 
dedicated to sharing and 
preserving the cultural 
heritage of the queer 
community. Everyone is 
welcome to join this mixed 
voice choir as either a singer 
or a support member. Come 
and sing your pride! For 
information: Telephone: 
(780) 479.2038, E-mail: 
evm(@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca, 
on the web at: http:// 
www.planet.eon.net/ 
~toocute/eym/, or write to 
PO Box 12091, Main Post 
Office Edmonton, AB TSJ 
3L2: 


Equal=A lberta [Edmonton] 


Equal=Alberta [Edmonton] 
is a group of concerned 
citizens working to ensure 
gay and lesbian Albertans 
remain protected under 
Alberta’s Human Rights 
Legislation and to ensure 
equal treatment for all 
Albertans. Call: (780) 488- 
3234 Fax (780) 482-2855. 
By Email: 
equalalberta@hotmail.com 


Free-To-Be Volleyball 
Association 

The Association aspires to 
provide opportunities for 
our community to play 
volleyball in a supportive 
atmosphere. 1) C- 
Recreation - contact Alex at 
488-8484; 2) Beach 
(summer) — info to follow; 
3) B-Intermediate - contact 
Darcy at 437-6698; Email: 
volleyball@queerseek.com 
Website: FTB Volleyball 
http://www.queerseek.com/ 
freetobe/ 


Gay Men’s Wednesday 
Coffee Evenings. 


At 7:30 p.m. Cafe on Whyte 
at 10159 - 82 Avenue. This 
group fosters a safe, 
comfortable environment for 
all its participants. At the 
same time, it discourages 
attendance solely for sexual 
relations. E-mail Jared at 


rainbowboy2000(@hotmail.com 


Gay Men’s Outreach Crew 
(GMOC) 


GMOC is a peer education 
initiative for gay/bisexual 
men that works toward: 
preventing the spread of HIV 
among men who have sex 
with men, advocating for 
healthy lifestyle choices, and 
addressing social and health 


concerns by fostering self- 
esteem and gay positive 
attitudes, For information on 
GMOC workshops and other 
activities, please call Rob at 
(780) 488-0564 


HIV Network of Edmonton 
Society (HIV Edmonton) 


HIV Edmonton works 
cooperatively with all those 
organizations in Alberta and 
across the country who are 
working to help limit the 
spread of HIV infection. HIV 
Edmonton utilizes a best 
practices Harm Reduction 
approach in Health 
Promotion, Advocacy and 
Support, as well as, 
maintaining an extensive 
Resource Centre for use by 
health practitioners, health 
promoters, community 
organizations and those 
infected and affected by HIV. 
For more information on the 
activities of HIV Edmonton, 
please call (780) 488-5742 or 
contact us by email at 
mail@hivedmonton.com. Visit 
our Website at HIV 
Edmonton http:// 
www.hivedmonton.com/ 


Illusions Social Club 


A social club for Cross- 
dressers, Transsexuals and 
their supporters. We hold 
two socials each month, one 
on the second Thursday and 
one on the third Saturday. 
For more information, write to 
Illusions Social Club. Box 356, 
Main Post Office, Edmonton, 
AB, T5J2J6. Phone: 424-2685 
to talk to someone person to 
person. 


Imperial Sovereign Court of 
the Wild Rose 


The mission of the Court is 
to raise funds for charities 
and other organizations, 


which provide direct 
services to gay and lesbian 
individuals. Meetings of the 
Society are held at 8 PM on 
the last Wednesday of the 
month at the Garage. Our e- 
mail is: 
wildrosecourt@yahoo.com. 
Visit our Website is at: 
Wild Rose Court http:// 


www.geocities.com/ 
wildrosecourt/ 


ICARE Interfaith Centre for 
AIDS/HIV Resources & 
Education 


Formerly Interfaith 
Association on AIDS, the 
purpose of Interfaith Centre 
is to enhance well-being by 
offering resources and 
opportunities for education 
to service providers and 
communities. This will lead 
to an increased 
understanding of the 
spiritual and psychosocial 
needs of those affected by 
HIV & AIDS. You can 
contact us at 780-448-1768 
or by e-mail at 


icarealberta@aol.com 


Lambda Christian 
Community Church 


We are a non- 
denominational evangelical 
Christian church. One of our 
primary goals is to provide a 
safe and affirming 
environment for all who 
desire to worship God. 
Lambda Community Church, 
11 148-84 Avenue (Garneau 
United Place) Edmonton, 
T6G0V8. Call 474-0753. 
Weekly Sunday service at 7 
p.m. e-mail at 


Lambdachurch@aol.com 


Liatris Society 


An informal social group 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
Transgendered and straight 


people who enjoy gardening 
and outdoor nature 
activities. For information, 
contact 
liatrissociety@hotmail.com 
or John at 434-5817. 


Liaison Committee, The 


In June of 1993, Edmonton 
Police Service and the Gay 
and Lesbian community met 
for a liaison to promote an 
atmosphere of 
understanding and mutual 
respect. For more info, call 
Edmonton Police Service at 
423-4567 or contact the 
committee at 421-2277 


Living Positive 


Emotional, spiritual and 
psychological support is 
available through Living 
Positive to all those 
affected by HIV infection. 
We offer strong, loving, 
confidential support. We 
also meet weekly and share 
our mutual experiences. 
Living Positive is entirely 
directed by and for people 
who share a common 
diagnosis of HIV+. Peer 
counselling, hospital visits 
and a speakers bureau are 
also available through our 
society. Phone 488-5768 or 
e-mail: 


livepos@telusplanet.net. 


Long Yang Club Edmonton 
Chapter 
(Group events pending) 


Lutherans Concerned: 
Edmonton 


We are a spiritual 
community for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and straight people. 
Lutherans Concerned 
gathers monthly for 
worship, sharing, and 
friendship. We offer 
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individual support and a 
safe space for our own 
spiritual questions. Call 
426-0905, or write P.O. 
Box 11095, Edmonton, 
AB, T5J 3K4 e-mail: 


lylemillang@powersurfr.com 


Making Waves Swim Club 
(MWSC) 


Open to all who are 
interested in lane 
swimming in a Masters 
GLBT club, we provide 
coaching to all levels of 
swimmers - those wishing 
to learn, those wishing to 
improve stroke technique 
and those wishing to train 
competitively. Drop in 
opportunity gives you 
flexibility to match your 
schedule. We swim at 
Bonnie Doon Leisure 
Centre, 8648 - 81 Street, 
Edmonton from September 
to June. Our members 
enjoy numerous social 
events arranged by the club. 
Please feel free to contact 
us to find out more 
information: Contact us at: 
1. WebPages: http:// 
www.geocities.com/ 
makingwaves_edni/ 
home.htm. 2. E-mail: 
makingwaves_edm(@yahoo.com 
3. Phone: Warren 780- 
718-7598. 4. Attend a 
practice - your first swim 
is free! 


Metropolitan Community 
Church of Edmonton 
(M.C.C.) 

Closed until further notice. 


NLA Edmonton 


The National Leather 
Association is the largest 
and most active pansexual 
organization in the world. It 
serves the Leather, SM, 
Fetish communities. We are 
an all inclusive organization 
20 
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made up of fun-loving, 
caring, educated and 
focused people. Join us at 
our meetings held upstairs 
at The Roost, 10345-104 
Street every 3rd Thursday 
of the month. 


Northern Chaps 


Edmonton’s Leather - 
Fetish club for Gay, 
Lesbian, and straight men 
and women was established 
sixteen years ago. We strike 
to educate the rest of the 
community through 
workshops, staged 
demonstrations and events 
in order to heighten 
awareness, Northern Chaps 
meets at Buddy’s Nite Club 
the Ist and 3rd Saturday of 
each month. E-mail us at: 


Northernchaps@telusplanet.net 


Northern Lights Square 
Dance Club 


We are part of the 
International Association of 
Gay Square Dance Clubs. 
Everyone is invited to 
participate in this non- 
discriminatory, supportive, 
fun and stimulating square 
dance club. Singles and 
couples are welcome. No 
special clothing is needed. 
Comfortable shoes are 
recommended. We meet 
every Wednesday, starting 
September 12, at 7:00P.M., 
St. Kevin school, 10005- 
84St., Edmonton. For more 
information contact Denis 
at 780-922-4355, E-mail us 


at: bflorapro@aol.com 


Northern Titans 


Northern Titans 
International Bowling 
League meets every 
Wednesday and Saturday, 
September to April, at 
Gateway Bowling Centre. 


For more information, 
please call (780) 426-6311. 
WebPages at: http:// 


www.geocities.com/ 
northerntitans/ 


O2 Curling 


We meet on Fridays 6:30 
OR 9:00 p.m. at the 
Ottewell Curling Club. All 
skill levels, singles or 
teams are welcome. Call 
479-0211 or E-mail us at: 


| deeka@hotmail.com 


Open Door Club 

Grant MacEwan College 
group. Anyone is welcome, 
including students, college 
employees, people from the 
area, perspective students, 
alumni or people who are 
interested in meeting other 
people. Our WebPages are 
at: http:// 

opendoorclub/or E-mail us 
at: 
opendoorclub(@hotmail.com 


Out at the Symphony 


A unique social event for 
gay men. Meet other music 
lovers on Saturday evenings 
for concerts of the 
Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra Masters mini- 
series 1. Enjoy special 
guest speakers, reserved 
cafe tables at intermission 
and post-show fun. Contact 
Paul at 401-2512 for more 
information. 


Outdoors Club 


Have you an an interest in 
backcountry hiking/ 
camping? If so, the 
Outdoors Club is for you. 
Our purpose is to get 
people together for hiking/ 
camping trips, primarily 
within the Rockies and 
surrounding area. The 


activities of this group will 
be member focused and 
member initiated. 
Individuals at all skill levels 
are welcome to participate. 
For information, please 
contact us at 780-430-0759 
or e-mail: 
glb_outdoors@hotmail.com 
or visit our WebPages at 
http://www.ee.ualberta.ca/ 
~bdick/glb_outdoors 


OUTreach 


OUTreach is a university- 
based organization for gays, 
lesbians and bisexuals 
interested in an academic 
atmosphere. Meetings are 
held every Tuesday at 5:00 
p.m. at the second cup on 
campus. Topics vary from 
week to week. Additional 
information is available by 
e-mail: 
outreach@ualberta.ca. They 
also have a WebPages at 
OUTreach U of A http:// 
www.ualberta.ca/~outreach 


Team Edmonton 


Team Edmonton - Gay 
Games Association is set up 
to provide an opportunity 
for persons interested in 
participating in the Gay 
Games through fund raising. 
If you would like to be 
involved with Team 
Edmonton, call Johann at 
437-0687. 


Yours Mine Ours and Us 


Parenting support group for 
gibt parents, partners. Meets 
the first and third Wed. of 
the month from 7 - 9 p.m. 
Small donations for room 
costs. Issues of parenting, 
sharing skills, coming out to 
kids, discipline etc. Call Liz 
at 415-5434 or Garry at 
426-6311 for more 
information. This is peer 


support, not a therapy 
group, nor a dating service. 
WebPages at: Yours Mine 
Ours Us http:// 
www.geocities.com/ 
ymou_1999/ 


Youth Understanding Youth 
We meet every Saturday 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the gay 
and lesbian Centre of 
Edmonton, Suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. A social 
support group for anyone 
under the age of 25 years. 
For more information, or to 
give your input, e-mail: 
yuyedm@hotmail.com, Our 
WebPages are at Youth 
Understanding Youth http:// 


www. virtue.nu/yuy/ 


Visions - Unitarian Church 
of Edmonton 


We are an open, liberal 
religious community that 
value diversity and 
celebrate our Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual, and 
Transgendered members, 
With us, you are 
encouraged with open mind 
and heart to form your own 
set of personal beliefs. 
Sunday services at 9:30am 
and 11:15am. 12530 - 110 
Avenue Ph. 454-8073. For 
more information, call 
Mike at 482-6582. 


Volleyball Recreation 
League 


We meet every Tuesday 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
McCauley Elementary-Jr. 
High School, 9538-107 
Avenue. Updates available 
at: http:// 
www.telusplanet.net/public/ 
aschust/vball/crec.htm 


Volleyball Intermediate 
League 


We meet every Monday 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at 


Londonderry Jr. High 
School, 7104-144 Avenue. 
Updates available at: 
Volleyball Intermediate 


Womyn’s Volleyball 
League 


Free-To-Be Volleyball 
Association has initiated a 
womyn’s only league for 
the first time this year. The 
season runs until May 28 
and new members are 
welcome at any point. A 
drop-in fee of $5 ora 
registration fee of $35 is 
in effect. Monday nights 7 
-9 p.m, at Highlands Jr. 
High School (11509 - 62 
St. - please use entrance 
off parking lot. For more 
information, please 
contact: Pam at 459-9370 
p_mcewin@hotmail.com 
or Jenn at 424-5100 
grnwolf@hotmail.com 


Womonspace 


We are a social and 
recreational society for 
lesbians in Edmonton. We 
hold monthly dances and 
other activities. Look for 
our monthly newsletter 
around town, or phone 
482-1794. Visit our 
WebPages at Womonspace 
http://www.gaycanada.com/ 
womonspace/ 


Writers Club 
(Group events pending) 


Regional 


Organizations 


AIDS Yellowknife 
Website: AIDS 
Yellowknife http:// 
www.ssimicro.com/aids/ 


Freedom Fort McMurray 


A social Support group for 
Gays/Lesbian/Bisexual & 


Transgendered Persons and 
their friends. For 
information on upcoming 
events and inquiring into 
membership, please call 
our Freedom line (780) 
799-GAY 1 (4291). To 
speak directly with a 
welcoming committee 
member, call between 3- 
6pm on Tuesdays or 
Thursdays. You may mail 
us at Freedom Fort 
McMurray c/o Money Mart 
Suite #1, 9713 Harding St. 
Fort McMurray, AB T9H 
1L2. 


Grande Prairie 

Gay and Lesbian 
Community, Box 1492, 
Grande Prairie, AB T8V 
4Z3. E-mail: 
gpgayorg(@hotmail.com 


Northern Rainbow Youth 
A support group for High 
School students. Our email 
address is 


nry13_18@hotmail.com. 
Any high school student can 


get more info by contacting 
their school guidance 
counsellor. If you want more 
info yourself, then you can 
call Crystal at (780) 790- 
0775 at work. 


Out North 

Box 2827, Yellowknife, 
NT., X1A 2R2, Phone line: 
867-669-7279. WebPages: 
www.yellowknife.com/ 
ptartan/outnorth.htm E- 
mail:out_north99@hotmail.com 


Your group can be listed 
here as a community 
service of Times .10. 

Please try to keep your 
listing updated. This is 
not the place to make 


announcements of 
upcoming events, 
just general information 
and a contact, E-mail 
your listing to 
groups@times10.org 


TRANS WEST 


INSURANCE BROKERS 


(Onoway Branch) 
Office: 967-2282 Fax: 967-5458 


Insurance Premiums too high? 


You may qualify for discounts! 


Quotations for: 
Auto/Home 


Tenant/Condo 
Farm/Commercial 
Mobile Home/Recreational Vehicles 


Special Markets for 
High Risk Drivers/Cancelled Insurance 


For all your insurance needs, call an expert today: 


Ken Vaughan (F.LLC.) 
Proud Member of the Gay Community 


Convenient Payment Plans Available 
After Hours Service & House Calls 


Why 
“Bruce” 
can’t 
take a 
date to 
the prom 


Part 3 of “I 
care...Do you? 


HIV Edmonton 


This the third in a series of 
articles titled “I care...Do 
you?” taking a broader look at 
the determinants of gay/ 
bisexual men’s and men who 
have sex with men (MSM) 
health. By equating some of 
the Determinants of Health to 
the Determinants of HIV we 
are endeavoring to shed some 
light on issues that impact the 
ongoing and in some areas, 
increase in transmission in 
HIV/STDs among gay/ 
bisexual/MSM. 


In the last article we focused, 
briefly, on Income and Social 
Status and Conditions that 
Affirm Coming Out, this 
month we will look at 
Education and Healthy 
Child/Adolescent 
Development. 


There is, thankfully, a growing 
interest in the role of 
“education” in the health of 
gay/bisexual/MSM lives. 
Individuals working 
independently within the 


helping professions and 
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education system are seeking 
more and more information 
and direction in their 
interaction with our LGBT 
youth. The Gay & Lesbian 
Community Centre of 
Edmonton (GLCCE) has seen 
a dramatic increase in these 
calls for real and definitive 
information. Some of these 
individuals understand that 
it’s not only about the 
ensuring that our youth finish 
the fundamentals in 
education. Itis also about the 
caliber of education LGBT 
youth receive, generally, that 
informs them of who they 
are and provides them with a 
context which places them 
comfortably/uncomfortably 
within societal and economic 
structures. 


In reality and to a large 
degree, we are talking about 
homophobia or heterosexism 
or discrimination or bigotry, 
whatever you want to call it. 
We are talking about the 
systemic ignorance about and 
intolerance of LGBT lives 
and health that creates a vast 
area of vulnerability for a 
number of diseases and 
prejudices including HIV/ 
STDs/HepC and 
marginalization. The LGBT 
communities have been 
lambasted by the rhetoric 
from the social conservatives 
whose influence touches 
every corner of our lives. 


In Ottawa, recently, as 
reported by the Edmonton 
Journal on March 21, 2002, 
the Principal of Monsignor 
John Pereyama Catholic 
Secondary School refused to 
allow a 17 year old student 
bring his male partner as his 
date to this year’s prom. The 
principal cited that 
“condoning a same-sex date 
for the prom contravened 
teachings on homosexuality 
and ‘school policies”. Here 


is an example of an incident 
that re-enforces a systemic 
denial of rights to a “free” 
education, both in content and 
in cost, but also re-affirms 
the often self-denial of 
opportunity to succeed in 
dreams and aspirations and 
contribute to a just and equal 
society. 


Many choose to gravitate 
toward or are forced to 
gravitate toward 
“marginalized” jobs either as 
low-level managers or service 
entry jobs, There are almost 
no visible LGBT corporate 
heads or political leaders. 
Academia has provided some 
shelter while the church has 
provided scandal. But, 
leadership has its constraints 
and one of them is remaining 
“discreet”. 


So what happens to an 
undervalued life? What 
results from all that loathing? 
Often what happens is see the 
LGBT populations turning it 
on themselves. They take 
complete ownership and go 
into self-destruct. Our LGBT 
youth become severely 
marginalized suffering from 
condemnation from family, 
friends and peers, depression 
suicide, alcohol and 
substance abuse, 
homelessness and all of its 
daily traumas, HIV/STD 
infection, eating disorders 
victimization and high-risk 
sexual activity (such as 
prostitution and promiscuous 
behaviors). An impressive list 
of classically dysfunctional 
traits; almost all caused by 
desperate and deliberate lack 
of education and process in 
growing up or healthy 
development in LGBT 
populations. This too could 
be regarded as “denial of 
opportunity” to succeed. 


Last month we talked about 


LGBT youth leaving home 
rather than risk confrontation 
from disclosing their sexual/ 
gender orientation. Some 
families simply expel their 
children as aliens or outcasts 
or at best create an 
environment in which their 
children’s lives become 
intolerable. The tragic result 
of this adherence to doctrine 
and/or ignorance is escape 
either by running away from 
home or committing suicide. 


Also stated last week, 
“normal” childhood 
development is stifled by the 
issues Of sexual orientation 
and gender identity. There is 
an immediate wall between 
LGBT youth and_ the 
information the need to help 
them put some perspective to 
their lives. Throughout their 
childhood and adolescence, 
gay/bi/MSM youth have little 
or no positive reinforcement 
of who they are. They have no 
immediate source of relevant 
and accurate information and 
lack positive role models to 
emulate, often taking on the 
more negative aspects of pop 
culture as a means of protest 
and coping. All LGBT youth 
have an above average 
incidence of alcohol and 
substance abuse some of it 
severe enough to add to their 
vulnerability through needle 
sharing, and prostitution. 


And we have noteven touched 
the issues faced by LGBT 
youth who also form part of 
the ethno-cultural minorities 
or more substantially the 
Aboriginal population. There 
are a number of implications 
for youth from different 
religious backgrounds 
outside of the North 
American Judaic/Christian 
“majority”, but that will be 
the subject of a future article 
in this series. 


House 
Members 
Target Brutal 
Treatment Of 
Gays In Egypt 


A bipartisan coalition of 
federal lawmakers today 
dispatched a stern letter to 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak urging him to 
reverse his government’s 
policy of persecution 
against gay men. 


Last August, a group of 
members from the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
sent an initial letter to 
President Mubarak 
expressing concern over the 
arrest of 52 gay men in 


Cairo, Egypt. In November 
23 of those men were 
sentenced to 1-5 years hard 
labour, and this year, human 
rights groups report that gay 
men in Egypt continue to be 
targeted, prosecuted and sent 
to prison. 


In January, a letter from 
Egyptian Ambassador Nabil 
Fahmy responding to the 
August congressional letter 
reached Capitol Hill, 
delayed in part because of 
the anthrax threat. In his 
letter, Ambassador Fahmy 
denies that the men in Cairo 
were arrested on the basis 
on their sexual orientation, 
claiming instead that they 
were prosecuted for 
“contempt of religion” and 
“public lewdness,” 
irrespective of sexual 
orientation. 
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In their letter today to 
Mubarak, 37 House members, 
including leaders on foreign 
policy and human rights 
issues, rejected this 
explanation, stating in part, 
“We are encouraged that 
Ambassador Fahmy in his 
letter officially denies that 
the 52 men in Cairo were 
prosecuted because of their 
perceived sexual orientation. 
We say we are encouraged 
because this denial 
recognizes that such actions 
are essentially indefensible . 
. . Yet when one looks at the 
record of the trial, it seems to 
us that sexual orientation was 
in fact the motivating factor 
behind these prosecutions.” 


In a separate case, on March 
11th, five Egyptian men were 
sentenced to three years in 


prison with hard labour for 


“practicing sexual 
immorality,” a local 
euphemism for 


homosexuality, according to 
news sources. 


The congressional letter 
continues, “We very strongly 
urge you to stop the 
persecution of men based on 
their perceived or actual 
sexual orientation, to release 
those men who are now in 
prison, and to uphold the 
values espoused in your 
Washington speech where 
you declare that Egypt’s 
‘commitment to a region of 
peace, of tolerance, free from 
oppression and injustice 
remains unshaken.’ Such are 
the values that will draw you 
closer to the global 
community.” 


Muscle Maid 


Cleaning Services 
Proudly Serving The Gay & Lesbian Community 
Of Edmonton 


We Offer : 


Regular Home Cleaning 
Weekly 

Biweekly 

Monthly 


For a free in home estimate call 


440-3258 


: a ono 2002 Pride Week Committee Meeting. : 
; Pride Week 2002 - June 14 to 23 Edmonton's Premiere AIDS/HIV Gala 


Everyone Welcome In support of HIV Edmonton 


Featuring exciting performances, food from Edmonton's 

hur S d a A ril ? 5 2 00 ? | best restaurants, silent auction, treasure chest and dancing 
Y> p 9 to the sounds of the Kit Kat Club! 

at 7:00 p.m. 


ay and Lesbian Community Centre of Edmonton 
9912 - 106 Street Room 45 


equest a representative from each group, busines§/OF 


nization in our community as well as individuals i" 


the success of 2002 Edmonton Gay Pride Week to! 


please attend this meeting. Saturday, April 15, 2002 7:50 p.m. 


oe a Winspear Centre 
www.prideedmonton.org Fy Tickets: $50.00 


plus applicable service charges 
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Tickets available at the Winspear Box Office 


Edmonton Pride Week 2002 | 4 Sir Winston Churchill Square 
Friday, June 14 - June 23 | 428-1414 


Thanks to our sponsors: 
Parade on Saturday, June 22, 2002 | epee 
g in partnership with Shire BioChem 

Merck Frosst 

TD Evergreen /David Schayes 
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Pivcadic Of 


Normal. 


By Liz Massiah, MSW, 
RSW 

Member, Clinical 
Social Work Registry 


And Gordon Portman, 
award-winning 
playwright. 


4 “Fans had better make the most out of 
BjSrn Again because that’s the closest they 
are going to get to seeing ABBA.” 


- Benny Andersson, co-Founder of ABBA 


“From the note-perfect vocals to the faux- 
Swedish accents and sequined duds, Bjérn 
Again were fabulously flawless.” 

- Rolling Stone 
“Absolutely brilliant.” 
- Robert Plant 


“Really great. Love those platform shoes 
and mes.” 
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In the previous column, 
the topic was siblings, and 
their relationships with 
one another. It seems as 
though something got 
started: these days Iseem 
to be surrounded by stories 
of hurtful sibling 
relationships, of families 
torn apart by real and 
imagined hurts, of feuds 
which seem to carry on 
for generations. 


I’m not talking about families 
in which there has been sibling 
incest, or families threaded 
with other difficult concerns 
that might make it easier to 
understand all the animosity. 
These are fairly run of the 
mill, ordinary families dealing 
with basic, day-to-day 
struggles and tensions and yet 
there are members who just 
don’t get along. What gives? 


No one knows but there is lots 
of speculation on the topic of 


a 


what helps families manage 
their relationships. In my 
own experience there have 
been lots of occasions when 
I have facilitated group 
therapy with adolescents 
labelled as “ angry”, and a 
theme that has emerged is a 
lack of respect for 
boundaries, a lack of 
recognition that a child being 
aunique person. I’verun into 
countless stories of shampoo 
used without permission and 
not replaced, of clothes 
borrowed without consent, of 
closed bedroom doors not 
meaning anything. I’ve heard 
almost as many stories of no 
apologies for clearly unfair 
behaviour, of different 
standards of behaviour being 
accepted by parents for 
children in the same home, 
with no apparent reason for 
the difference, or of parents 
having different standards of 
behaviour forthemselves than 
they have for their children 
around issues like lying, 
cheating, etc. 
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Perhaps it is because the kids 
in these groups were 
adolescents that I heard so 
much of this broken 
boundary stuff, since 
developmentally 
adolescents are in the 
business of learning and 
establishing their own 
boundaries and of 
challenging everyone else’s. 
It’s my experience, though, 
that these “little things” add 
up, and they seem to convey 
a sense of not mattering, of 
not being recognizedas valid, 
that seems to linger in 
relationships. 


One way to look at issues 
around these sorts of 
tensions might be quite 
simple: if you use my 
shampoo it is fine if I use 
yours. If we share a room, 
my half can be neat and yours 
not. In other words, perhaps 
what we’re really fighting 
about much of the time is 
that I am different than you 
but we’re having difficulty 
finding ways to 
accommodate those 
differences. 


Perhaps there is more to the 
notion of “you cut and | 
choose” that some of us 
learned as kids than we think. 


(In case you’re not familiar 
with that expression, it 
comes from the childhood 
situation of there being a 
piece of cake to share and, in 
an attempt to ensure fairness, 
Mom sets up the rule that 
one person cuts the cake and 
the other child chooses which 
portion he/she wants first.) 


Perhaps that notion of each 
of getting some sense of 
input and control at the same 
time as we’re experiencing 
mutual respect inherent in 
“you cut and I choose” that 
we need more of in our 


world. Intriguingly, in my 
family work there are often 
lots of family stories related 
to “ you cut and I choose” 
events ... 


.. and the sense that really 
it’s all about fairness. 


I remember the sense of 
respect for his Dad that came 
across when one person told 
me that his Dad could not get 
to his first child’s wedding 
cause he was out of the 
country at the time. So he 
decided that he would not 
attend any of his other eleven 
kids weddings to ensure he 
was fair. They fussed with 
him often about this, but to 
no avail. And when the story 
was told, what came through 
was the sense of fairness that 
was so strong for this man. 


Perhaps in our memories of 
how we learned some of 
these lessons as kids we can 
see the roots of many of our 
current struggles in families, 
playgrounds, adult 
relationships, and perhaps in 
our world. 


Perhaps if we were all better 
at sorting out the pieces of 
cake, inapplying the inherent 
principles of respect and 
fairness, of appropriate 
distribution of the goodies 
available for us all to share. 


.. we would not 
have had Sept 11, 
or allits aftermaths. 


Questions, comments are 
always welcome at 
emassiah@interbaun.com. 


(Opinions expressed in this 
column are those of the writers 
alone, any client related 
information isreworked to protect 
confidentiality. This column isnot 
meantto replace consultation with 
a qualified, accountable 
professional psychotherapist) 
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® Providing Prompt, 
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bd Taking Care of All the 
Details in the Purchase 
or Sale of Your Home. 


. Effectively Marketing Your 
Home to Sell for the Best 
Price with the Least 
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You in Finding "That 
Perfect Home" 
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Growing 
Up 

Gay In 
America 


Best-selling author Jason R. 
Rich, in conjunction with 
Franklin Street Books, has 
announced the pending 
release of Growing Up Gay 
In America. This full-length 
book will be a unique and 
informative resource for 
teenage boys who are 
questioning their sexuality 
or growing up gay. The book 
is slated for publication on 
April 30, 2002 by Franklin 
Street Books, and will be 


distributed through 
bookstores nationwide, as 
well as through 


A ma Zon... C.0 d@m.: 


Growing Up Gay In America 
will provide answers to 
common questions and offer 
positive, practical and 
accurate advice on a wide 
range of topics and issues 
currently facing gay, 
questioning and bisexual teen 
males in America. 


There are currently over 
2,700,000 teenagers in 
America whoare questioning 
theirsexuality or who believe 
themselves to be gay or 
bisexual. A staggering 
percentage of these teens 
are severely depressed, 
confused and frightened. 
They’re forced to deal with 
the challenges of being a 
teen; confront the inaccurate 
misconceptions related to 


homosexuality; and deal with 
emotional and/or physical 
abuse from homophobic 
parents, teachers, peers and 
coworkers. This continues 


to result in high levels of 


suicide, alcoholism and drug 
abuse among gay teens. 


Growing Up Gay In America 
will help anyone who is 
feeling depressed, alone, 
confused and/or aliened by 
the people around them (as 
a result of being afraid to 
accept and/or confront their 
sexual orientation). This 
book will help the reader 
understand who they are; 
build their self-esteem; 
overcome their anxiety and 
depression; and deal with 
everyday life as they pursue 
true happiness. It will also 
be an extremely valuable 
resource for parents, friends 
and teachers of gay teens. 


*There are many serious 
issues facing young 
homosexuals in America. For 
example, The USS. 
Department of Health & 
Human Services reported 
that 30 percent of all teen 
suicides are committed by 
youths who are questioning 
their sexuality. This statistic 
is unnerving,” explained 
author Jason Rich. “I believe 
this book will help young 
people better accept who 
they are and provide them 
with much needed and 
accurate information so that 
when they deal with 
obstacles relating to their 
sexuality, they’re not alone. 
Somuch of the ‘information’ 
teenagers have these days 
about homosexuality and the 
related lifestyle is totally 
inaccurate, misinterpreted or 
based on stereotypes.” 


Times .10 
Magazine 


Check Out our Collection of 
100’s of Pictures, Free Chat, 
Businesses, Stories & 
Much More 


www.times10.org 


24 hour movie info 


433-0728 


or on the internet 
http://www.edmovieguide.com 


Sydney Gay 
Games 
Information 


Thisyear, the fabulous Gay 
Games will be held in 
Sydney, Australia from 
November 2 to November 
9. As you may know, 
Sydney is a gay-positive 
city with gorgeous 

beaches and exciting 

nightlife. The gay area of 

Sydney, as inmost major 

cities, is downtown. 

Many of the sporting 

events will take place at 

the Sydney Olympic 

Park, a 30-minute train 

ride from Central 

Station. Ofcourse, there 

ismuchmoreto the South 

Pacific than the city of 

Sydney. You may want 

to consider extending 

your stay and visit other 
exciting destinations as 
well. 


To start, here are several 
websites regarding the games. 


To participate inthe Games, 
purchase tickets, or obtain 
general Gay Games 
information, please visit 


www.sydney2002.org.au. 


For official Gay Games travel 
packages which can be 
reserved through Algonquin 
Travel in Edmonton City 
Centre, please visit any of 
the following websites: 


www.inta-gday.com 
: ih : 
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www.etsys.com 
www.abovebeyondtours.com 


Www.newmansvacations.com 


There are several other 
websites which offer general 
accommodation and 
transportation options in 
Australia which wecan book 
for you. The tour company 
with the most options is 
found at www.goway.com. 
Keep inmind, we can make 
the reservations for you. 


Brisbane or Melbourne 
$1929.00 

Edmonton Add-On 
300.00 


This option includes an 8 
night Flag Inn 
accommodation pass or an 
8-day car rental in New 
Zealand or an 8-day 
motorhome rental in 
Australia or New Zealand. 


Vancouver to Sydney 


GAY GAMES VT 


SPORT & CULTURAL FESTIVAL SYDNEY 


cS 


We offer unlimited options 
for flying to Sydney. There 
are very few seats available 
at the lowest fares on each 
airline, so make your plans 
well inadvance. Youdon’t 
wantto missthe opportunity 
to see the Games for the 
lowest prices possible! 


Currently, 3 of the lowest 
airfares are: 


Vancouver to Sydney or 
Melbourne 

$1749.00 

Edmonton Add-On 
50.00 


Vancouver to Sydney and 
AucklandOR 
Vancouver to Sydney, 


$1649.00 
Edmonton 
300.00 


Add-On 


This last option must be 
purchased with at least 2 
nights hotel 
accommodation. 


Algonquin Travel, asa full- 
service travel agency, sells 
ALL the different airlines 
as well as most tour 
companies. Almost 
anything you find online can 
be booked through us for 
exactly the same price. 
Travel agencies do not set 
the prices - we just find 
them-and Algonquin Travel 
will provide you with 
excellent service. We will 


co-ordinate your travel 
arrangements, advocate for 
you with our suppliers, and 
keep your best interests at 
heart. Algonquin Travel 
provides a local face anda 
name you can trust. We 
want to see you again so we 
will doeverything possible 
to help you get the best 
value for your dollar and 
help you have an 
outstanding vacation. 


So let’s get together and 
discuss a wonderful trip for 
you! Pleasecall Algonquin 
Travel at Edmonton City 
Centre at 429-2233 or 1- 
888-255-0515 or by email 
to 


glen@algonquintravel.com, 
colette@algonquintravel.com, 
donna@algonquintravel.com 
or 


corinne@algonquintravel.com. 


Thanks. We’re looking 
forward to hearing from you 
soon. 
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Lecture on Sex 


The dean of women at an exclusive 
girl’s college was lecturing her students 
on sexual morality. “In moments of 
temptation,” said the speaker to the 
class, “ask yourself just one question: 
Isan hour of pleasure wortha lifetime 
of shame?” 


Asweet young thing inthe back of the 
room rose to ask: “How do you make 
it last an hour?” 


Turner Brown 


A little guy goes into anelevator, looks 
up and sees this HUGE guy standing 
nexttohim. The big guy sees the little 
guy staring at him, looks down and 
says “7 ft. tall, 350 Ibs., 20 in. penis, 
3 Ib. left testicle, 3 lb. right testicle, 
Turner Brown. 


The small guy faints dead away and 
falls to the floor. The big dude kneels 
down and brings him to, slapping his 
faceand shaking him, “What’s wrong 
with you?” 


In a very weak voice the little guy 
says, “Excuse me, but what 
EXACTLY did you say tome?” The 
big dude says, “I saw the curious look 
on your face and figured I’d just give 
you the answers to the questions 
everyone always asks me. “I’m 7 ft. 
tall, 350 Ibs., 20 in. penis, 3 Ib. left 
testicle, 3 Ib. right testicle, and my 
name is Turner Brown. 


The small guy says, “Thank God! | 
thought you said.....”turn around!!” 


Love those Parrots 


A lady approaches her priest and tells 
him “Father, I havea problem. I have two 
female talking parrots, but they only 


You and Your Funny Bone..:) 


know how to say one thing.” “What do 
they say?” the priest inquired. “They 
only know how to say, ‘Hi, we're 
prostitues, ‘Want to have some fun?” 
“That’s terrible!” the priest exclaimed, 
“but I have a solution to your problem. 
Bring your two female parrots over to 
my house and | will put them with my 
two male talking parrots whom I taught 
to pray and read the bible. 


My parrots will teach your parrots to 
stop saying that terrible phrase and 
your female parrots will learn to praise 
and worship.” “Thank you!” the woman 
responded. The next day the woman 
brings her female parrots to the priest’s 
house. His two male parrots are holding 
the rosary beads and praying in their 
cage. The lady puts her two female 
parrots in with the male parrots and the 
female parrots say “Hi we’re 
prostitutes, want to have some fun?” 


One male parrot looks over at the other 
male parrot and exclaims, “Put the beads 
away, Brother. Our prayers have been 
answered!” 


Nude Beach 


Two parents take their son ona vacation 
to a nude beach. The father goes for a 
walk on the beach, and the son goes and 
plays in the water. The son comes 
running up to his mom and says, 
“Mommy, I saw ladies with breasts a 
lot bigger than yours!” The mom says, 
“The bigger they are, the dumber they 
are.” Minutes later, he runs back and 
says, “Mommy, I saw men with penises 
a lot bigger than Daddy’s!” The mom 
says, “The bigger they are, the dumber 
they are.” 


So he goes back to play. Several minutes 
later, he comes running back and says. 
“Mommy, I just saw Daddy talking to 
the dumbest lady I ever saw, and the 
more they talked, the dumber he got!” 


Wait two Weeks 


An American tourist goes on a trip to 
China. While in China, he is very 
sexually promiscuous and does not take 
any precautions. A week after arriving 
back home he awakens one morning to 
find his penis covered with bright green 
and purple spots. horrified, he 
immediately goes to see his doctor. 


The doctor, never having seen anything 
like this before, orders some tests and 
tells the man to return in a two days for 
the results, The man returns a couple of 
days later and the doctor says, “I’ve got 
bad news for you. You've contracted 
Mongolian VD. It’s very rare and almost 
unheard of here. We know very little 
about it.” 


The man looks a little relieved and says, 
“Well, give me a shot or something and 
fix me up doc.” The doctor answers, 
“I’m sorry, there’s no known cure other 
than to amputate your penis.” The man 
screams in horror, “Oh no! I want a 
second opinion!” 


The doctor replies, “Well it’s your 
choice. Go ahead if you want, but 
surgery is your only choice.” The next 
day, the man seeks out a Chinese doctor, 
figuring that he’ll know more about the 
disease, The Chinese doctor examines 
his penis and proclaims, “Ah yes, 
Mongolian VD. Very rare disease.” 
The guy says to the doctor, “Yeah, yeah, 
I already know that, but what can you 
do? My American doctor wants to 
operate and amputate my penis!” The 
Chinese doctor shakes his head and 
laughs, “Stupid American doctor! 
American doctor, always want to 
operate. Make more money, that way.” 


“Then there’s no need to operate? Oh, 
thank God!” the man replies. “Yes!” 
says the Chinese doctor, “Youno worry! 
Wait two weeks, it fall off by itself?” 


Surprise!.. Surprise 


A mortician was working late one night. 
It was his job to examine the dead bod- 


ies before they were sent off 
to be buried or cremated. As 
he examined the body of Mr. 
Schwartz, who was about to 
be cremated, he made an 
amazing discovery: 
Schwartz had the longest 
penis he had ever seen! 


“I’m sorry Mr. Schwartz,” 
said the mortician, “but | 
can’t send you off to be 
cremated with a 
tremendously huge penis 
like this. It has to be saved 
for posterity.” And the 
coroner used his tools to 
remove the dead man’s 
schlong. The coroner stuffed 
his prize into a briefcase and 
took it home. The first 
person he showed was his 
wife. “I have something to 
show you that you won’t 
believe,” he said, and he 
opened his briefcase. 


“Oh, my god!” she screamed, 


“Schwartz is dead!” 


Play President 


A little boy and a little girl 
were sitting on the porch 
talking, when the little girl 
suddenly winked and asked 
“Do you want to get 
undressed and we can play 
doctor?” The little boy 
replied, “That’s too old 
fashioned spit out your gum, 
I want to play President.” 


Three Tests 


Anew guy in town walks into 
a bar and notices a very 
large jar behind the counter, 
which is filled to the brim 
with ten dollar bills. The man 
guesses there must be 
thousands of dollars in it and 
approaches the bartender 
to ask: “What’s up with the 


jar?” Bartender: “Well, you 
pay ten dollars and if you pass 
three tests, then you get all 
the money.” Man: “What are 
the three tests?” 


Bartender: “Pay first. Those 
are the rules.” So the guy 
gives him the ten bucks and 
the bartender adds it to the jar. 
Bartender: “OK, here’s what 
you have to do. First you have 
to drink that whole gallon of 
pepper tequila, the WHOLE 
thing at once AND, you can’t 
make a face while doing it. 
Second, there is a pit bull 
chained up out back with a 
sore tooth... you have to re- 
move the tooth with your bare 
hands. Third, there is a 90 
year old woman upstairs who’s 
never had an orgasm in her 
life. You gotta make things 
right for her.” 


Man: “Well, | know I’ve paid 
my ten bucks but I’m not an 


idiot, | won’t do it. You have to 
be nuts to drink a gallon of 
tequila and get crazier from 
there.” Bartender: “Your call. 
But your money stays in the 
jar.” Well, as time goes on and 
the man drinks a few, he asks, 
‘“‘Wherez zat teeqeelah?” 


He grabs the gallon of tequila 
with both hands and downs it 
with a big slurp. Tears are 
streaming down his cheeks, but 
he doesn’t make a face. Next he 
staggers out back and soon all 
the people inside hear a huge 
scuffle going on, They hear 
barking and screams, yelps and 
growling, and eventually 
silence. Just when they think 
the man must surely be dead, he 
staggers back into the bar, his 
shirt ripped and big scratches 
all over his body. 


“NOW,” he says, “where’s that 
woman with the sore tooth?” 


Edmonton’s #1 Gay Men’s Bath House 


* Featuring 2 Wet Steam Rooms 


| Hot Tub 
r “ 
Cable 1¥ 


XXX Video Room 
with Large Screen 
Screen TV 
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Snack Bar 


A 
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EAMER 


Formally Georgia Baths 


Get Hot & Wet at Steamers 


Over $50,000 in renovations 


Visit us at 9668 Jasper Ave. (1 block east of Canada Place) or ¢ all us 


Spacious ave 3 
nm 


security 

Most rooms 
‘Ooms have 
personalized 


lockers 


Ask,about our daily 
daily specials 


at 422 
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Monthly 


Neurosis 


Rob Browatzke 
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Trust 3, 


Takes 
Time to 
Build 


So spring is in the air. Well, 
kinda. Still pretty damn cold. 
And just when the last days of 
winter are making you tense 
and twitchy for summer, 
cigarettes go up $2.25 a pack 
and that really helps the 
tension. Anyway, this is not 
about the budget. It’s about 
spring, and for once, | don’t 
mean mattress springs. It’s 
one of those this/that/the 
other potpourri on gay 


neuroses, 4 


1. Chatline relationships. 
What’s the deal with that? 
You’ve known each other 


for all of five hours and 
you’ re acting like you’ ve 
been together forever. 
Then you wonder why 
you’re not getting a lot 
of sympathy from all 
your chatline friends 
when the relationship 
crashes and burns in five 
more hours. Of course, 
that’s just chatlines. We 
all know there would 
never be a short-term 
high-crisis relationship 
in real life. 

There’s no point in being 
bitter with someone 
because they don’t want 
to do you. Everyone has 
their own taste, and even 
if he looks like the 
perfect guy for you, 
gorgeous, great car, 
whatever, you might not 
be the perfect guy for 
him. Focussing on that 
impossible relationship 
will only make you miss 
the great guy standing 
right next to you. 

They all say variety is 
the spice of life, but the 
status quo can be good 
too. Rocking the boat 
can be dangerous when 
you have something that 
works. I’m not saying 
that relationships in arut 
are good, because 
they’re not, but moving 
too fast or changing too 
much is even worse, To 
take what works and alter 
it a lot, the benefits have 
got to be huge, because 
the risk is so great. 
Relationships evolve 
over time, and so 
sometimes it’s best to 
let the status quo last 
until it grows into 
whatever it is it’s going 
to be. 

Trusttakes time to build, 
and it requires honesty 
and communication. 
There are some things 
you should never take 


for granted when getting 
into anew relationship. If 
you assume something, 
then realize your 
assumption was wrong, 
you really can’t blame 
anyone else. It takes time 
in a new relationship for 
secrets to be confessed 
or dirty laundry to be 
aired, so unless they’ve 
lied to you directly (and 
some omissions do count 
as lies), you can’t 
begrudge them not 
sharing what they’re not 
yet comfortable to share. 
Sometimes controversy 
can be good. You might 
think that anyone in any 
sort of limelight should 
always be conscientious 
to portray gay life as 
some wonderful happy 
Oz-world. But you know 
what? Reality can be fun 
too. Not everything is 
rainbows and lollipops, 
and pretending it is 
doesn’t get you 
anywhere. I won’tharp on 
this too much because | 
don’t wanna come across 
as having a_ rabid 
personality, but just 
thought I’d mention that 
if you can’t deal with 
problems in gay life 
openly and honestly, you 
might as well be doped up 
or straight. 

(Really, I’m almost 
done). Cruising for thirds 
can be fun, but it also 
presents quite the 
challenge. Finding 
someone interested in 
both of you, who you both 
are interested in, can be a 
tall order to fill. However, 
for many couples, the 
occasional three-way, or 
even the pursuit of it, can 
add a new thrill to a sex 
life. Problems tend to 
surface if any emotional 
involvement forms, but 
that’s maybe acolumn for 


another day. 

7. Hypocrites are 
everywhere (oh wait, 
that was last month, not 
that they went away. So 
what should | end with? 
The overuse of liquor 
and drugs in an attempt 
to hide from you 
problems? Condoms 
always being necessary 
no matter how much you 
love the person? Shallow 
people who never get 
laid because no one is 
good enough for them? 
Falling in love at the 
worst possible time with 
someone you can never 
have? How “Queer as 
Folk” doesn’t hold a 
candle to a Saturday 
night drama in 
Edmonton? Why Ida is 
the best Empress XXVI 
ever (oops, wrong 
column)? Or maybe I'll 
just leave it with this. 
There are about a billion 
things in this world that 
can make you mad or 
bitter or neurotic, and 
it’s really easy to go 
about your life ignoring 
them, pretending they 
don’t exist, until they 
explode in some 
drunken diatribe against 
everyone and 
everything. It’s far 
healthier to let them out. 
Heck, do you think | 
write this because you 
want to read it? Of 
course, | do always 
entertain topic requests, 
so feel free to email me 
with your own neurosis. 


That’s it for April, see you in 
May, boy is not spelled with 
an I, and feel free to check 
out more inside jokes, 
pointed lectures, and 
rambling nonsense at http:// 
www.telusplanet.net/public/ 
browra. 
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Edmonton’s 
Rainbow 
Community 
Health 


Forum 


HIV Edmonton and 
GLCCE 


On March 2™, 2002 at Grant 
MacEwan College, HIV 
Edmonton and the Gay and 
Lesbian Community Centre 
of Edmonton (GLCCE) 
hosted the Edmonton’s first 
ever Rainbow Community 


THIS 1S GREAT/ 
You CAN Buy Your | 
HAIRDYE, NAIR 


Health Forum. 


Inshort, it was a resounding 
success. Though the 
turnout was about half of 
what we had anticipated the 
response and interest was 
high. Discussion was 
informed by very articulate 
presentations on disabled 
and deafissues, transgender 
issues, addictions, men’s 
and women’s health issues, 
Aboriginal and Two Spirit 
issues, a profile of a LGBT 
oriented medical practice 
and a population health 
approach to the whole 
gambit of LGBT health 
issues. 


The organizers would like 


HOW DO YOU KNOW THIS 
1s THE “GAY* ONE 


Boy HAS GOT moeE 
Swish THAN 


Ru PAUL ! 


Jeez, I CAN NEV 
SHOW MY FACE HERE AGA 
/AIM NEVER TAKING You 


to thank Katheleen Quinn 
of Grant MacEwan College, 
Dr. Ghalib Ahmed, Mickey 
Wilson, Janet Campbell, 
Iris Accose, Kirk Ferguson, 
Shell Jamieson, Rob Mizzi, 
Kristy Harcourt, Tracy 
Duncan, Jason Watt and 
Robert Smith for their 
insightful presentations. 
We wouldalso like to thank 
the volunteers who 
contributed the whole day 
to our efforts. We would 
like to especially thank Fred 
Dicker and the Sunday 
Night Men Talking 
Together group for catering 
the lunch at a very 
reasonable cost. In fact the 
whole event was 
accomplished for less than 


SHOPPING AGAIN 


$200.00 in expenses. 


Participants agreed, 
overwhelmingly, that this 
was a great first event and 
clearly identified a need for 
amore formal, larger event 
inviting a broader spectrum 
of the LGBT community 
and services into the 
discussion. The organizers 
will compilethe information 
gathered at the event and 
make it available upon 
request witha briefoverview 
inthis publication and other 
formats. 


HIV Edmontonand GLCCE 
are presently planning a 
second forum for the late 


fall of 2002. 
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Out On 
The 
Screen 


Romeo and Juliet 
Come of Age 


J.D. Salinger’s 1951 coming-of- 
age tale, The Catcher In The Rye, 
is one of the most popular books 
ever written. Mark Twain's The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, 
published in 1885, is another 
coming-of-age American classic. 
But the mother ofall talesof young 
love, of course, is Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet, first published 
in 1592, 


The 1968 movie version of Romeo 
and Juliet starred Leonard Whiting 


and Olivia Hussey. At the time, 
every gay boy fantasized that he 
was in Juliet’s shoes. Likewise, 
every lesbian girl fantasized that 
she was in Romeo’s shoes. We 
won't even get into Cinderella 
and Prince Charming. 


In the 1960s, American films 
featuring gay teens didn’t exist. 
Even today you won't find many 
mainstream American big-budget 
movies dealing with the topic. The 
heterosexual coming-of-age film 
American Beauty swept the 
Academy Awards a few years 
back and the smaller-budget Billy 
Elliot was a big hit the same year 
with mainstream audiences 
worldwide. Both had gay sub-plots, 
but these were exceptions. For the 
most part Hollywood continues to 
crank out the same old mindless, 
formula-driven teen comedies. 


Fortunately, independent and 
foreign-film directors have realized 
the popularity and timelessness of 
rite-of-passage films—especially 


3PM to 8 PM 


11725 - Jasper Ave 


those dealing with gay youth— 
and have embraced the genre. 
Recent films such as Beautiful 
Thing (1996/Great Britain), Get 
Real (1998), Eban and Charley 
(2002), Ma Vi En Rose/My Life 
in Pink (1998/France). The 


Incredibly True Adventures Of 


Two Girls In Love (1994), Set 
Me Free (1999/Canada), Show 
Me Love (1998) and many others 
are finding burgeoning gay 
audiences. 


Classics such as This Special 
Friendship (1964/France), Blue 
Jeans (1978/France), The 
Devil's Playground (1976/ 
Australia) and You Are Not Alone 
(1980/Denmark), have long been 
favorites. 


Two recent movie books, The 
Coming of Age Movie and Video 
Guide, Volume 1, by Don Lort, 
and The Coming of Age Movie 
and Video Guide, Volume 2, by 
Brandon Lacey (both available 
only from 
www.companionpress.com) 
between them review more than 
1,000 rite-of-passage films from 
around the world. Ofthese, more 
than halfinvolve gay youth. 


So what, exactly, isa gay coming- 
of-age story? Author Don Lort 
believes “a coming-of-age story 
isone inwhich achild orateenager 
reaches acritical turning point or 
event that results in a loss of 
childhood innocence. Not 
surprisingly, mostoften thistumning 


FINS & SPURS 
EDMONTON DANCE 
May 4th, 2002 


The 2nd Annual Spurs and Fins Dance 


Bellevue Community Hall 
7308 - 112 Avenue, Edmonton 
Members: $5.00, Non-Members: $8.00 


Edmonton Advance Tickets: Reserve at 
780.718.7598 or warren.hurt@telusplanet.net 


pointrevolves around adolescent 
sexuality. It’s the quintessential 
coming-of-age experience.” 


One of the better new coming-of- 
age films is Fégi /s A Bastard 
(F. Est un Salaud). A1998 
French film, just now being 
released in the U.S. by Water 
Bearer films, the title should have 
been “Love is the Drug” like the 
1975 Roxy Music hit. In this 
moving tale, Vincent Branchet 
plays a boy obsessed with the 
male lead singer ofarock band— 
but this is no music video. Setin 
Zurich, Switzerland in 1973. 
Branchet plays Beni a 16-year- 
old gay teen who becomes 
addicted to love. The objectofhis 
affection, Fégi (Frédéric Andrau) 
isarock singer in his 20s, addicted 
todrugs. When the group disbands, 
Fégi slips into a suicidal, drug- 
induced, downward spiral. Aslave 
to his love for Fégi, Beni turns to 
hustling gay older men to support 
them both. In the end, the two 


“AL 


We've got the vacation 
you've been dreaming of! 


Airfare to the 
Gay Games 
in Sydney! 
fromjust $1799! 


We will match competitor s prices! 


GONQUIN 


lovers decide to commit suicide 
together, but only one of them is 


successful. 


Another recent film dealing with 


the pangs of unrequited love is 
Nico And Dani (2000/Spain). In 
the tradition of Beautiful Thing 
and Get Real, Femando Ramallo 
plays 17-year-old Dani, aboy who 
finds himselfattracted to his best 
friend Nico (Jordi Vilches). Nico 
is straight and has a girlfriend 
(Marieta Orozco), however, but 
doesn’tcompletely reject his best 
friend. 


| 


Et 


Teachers are often the object of 
affection, going back to the 1931 
German classic, Maedchen In 
Uniform, directed by Leontine 
Sagan. The film is light 
years ahead of American 
movies in its level of 
maturity. Set ina boarding 
school for girls, the film 
revolves around 
Manuela, a 14-year old 
girl who falls in love with 
2 her lesbian teacher. 
“4 When the teacher is 
forbidden to havecontact 
with the girl, Manuela 
attempts suicide. 


Films of young love have 
blossomed quite often in Denmark 
and Friends Forever (1986) is 
just one of many favorites. Set in 
Stockholm, three 16-year-old 
schoolboys explore their sexual 
identities when Kristian (Claus 
Bender Mortensen), ashy transfer 
student to a new school arrives. 


Bd 


Kristian is befriended by Henrik 
(Thomas Elholm), but when he 
discovers that Henrik isa“ faggot,” 
he rejects him. He takes up with 
Patrick (Thomas Sigsgaard), one 
ofthe school’s most popular boys. 
Patrick is also gay, however. 
causing Kristian toreexamine his 
homophobiaand their friendship. 


(Steve Stewart is the author of 
OUT ON THE SCREEN: The 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual & 
Transgender Guidebook to more 
than 2,000 movies and videos from 
around the world. For more 
information aboutthis book, orto 
receive his FREE monthly “Full- 
Frontal Newsletter to nudity in the 
movies” visit http:// 
www.companionpress.com 
OUT ON THE SCREEN is not 
sold in bookstores and is only 
available directly from the 
publisher at http :// 
WwwwW.companionpress.com. Or 
write to: Steve Stewart, PO Box 
2575, Laguna Hills, CA 92654.) 


EDMONTON CITY CENTRE 
(formerly Eaton Centre) 


Phone: 780-429-2233 
Toll Free: 1-888-255-0515 


E-mail: glen@algonquintravel.com 


Local Live Connections 
"UFREE! 
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www.times10.org 
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Times .10 welcomes expression of opinion from its readers. 
Please keep letters as short as possible. We reserve the right to 
edit all letters as necessary. Letters must be signed and include 
the home address and telephone number of the writer. The 
writers name can be witheld if so requested. Publication of the 
name or photograph of any person or organization in articles 
or advertising in Times .10 is not to be construed as any 
indication of the sexual orientation of such person or 
oganization. All material in this publication is copyrighted and 
must not be reproduced without permission from Times .10 
Publications Society. The only exception to the copyright is the 
material from National AIDS Clearing house which may be 
duplicated with credit given. 
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im 175 other a say 


Edmonton 1-888-272-7, 


180-490-2299 


Use FREE code 8528 
1.99/min.) 18+- Browse at www..interactivemale.com 


1, Conrads Cyber Cafe 
2 Yannis Taverna 
3. Pride Video 

4, Down Under Bathouse 
§. Orlando Books 

6. Buddys Nite Club 

7. Secrets Nite Club 

8. The Roost Nite Club 

9, Georgia Bathouse 

10. Front Page Magazines 
11, Garneau Theatre 

12. Thompson Optics 

13. Algonquin Travel 

14. tllusion Computer 

15. Marlow Flowers 

16. Roxy Theatre 

17. Urban Grind Coffee 

18 Edmonton Tanning 

19 Woodys Pub 

20 Gay & Lesbian Centre 
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Business & Service Directory 
Accommodations iseLi 
Vancouver's Best * 
(* Fodor's Gay Guide to the Pacific N.W.) 


NELSON HOUSE B & B 


Walk-to-it-all location. Handsome 1907, , 
3-story house. Six guestrooms/4pvt. baths Edmonton 780-413-7122 


Tel: 1-604-684-9793 Email: Calgary 403-777-9494 
bestinvan@lightspeed.be.ca 


Northern Lights 
Bed and Breakfast 
(780) 483-1572 
P.O. Box 515 Edmonton, Ab. T5J 2K1 
Email:nlight69@hotmail.com 
Swimming Pool and Antique rooms 


WILLIAM M. FAULKNER. 


Barrister & Solicitor 


Wills, Estates, CPP Appeals, Real 
Estate, Criminal 
Phone: 422-6207 Fax: 424-9955 


Massage Therapists 
Massage Therapy . _, Dwayne Holm RMT 


Specialized in stress reduction 


Calgary Westways Guest House 
Gay Owned B & B 
(403) 229-1758 

See detailed listing at 
www.gaywestways.com 


Jeff DeNeve RMT 


Specialized in injury accidents 
12318 - 107 Ave. 
Phone 414-0518 


David Ushko Chartered Accountant IR 
Glenora Massage Therapy Clinic 


Daniel Nelson, B.A. R.M.T. 
#204, 10204-125 Street 
By Appointment only: 451-2234 


Serving businesses Providing accounting and 
and individuals tax service and advice 


Personal and corporate Telephone: (780) 425-2350 
tax returns Free initial consultation 


106 Street Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3L8 


905, 10010 - 


Proudly Serving Our Community 


: : . Products & Services 
illwoods Accounting Services Ltd 
Michael James 
President/General Manager 


- Easy Access to over 100 
S&S ; Foreign currencies. 
Travelex snign Exch - One of the world's most 
recognized travellers cheques - 
Manulife Place 102 commission FREE 
Street - Precious Metal Bullion coins 
1-780-448-3660 Laahioae 


- Efficient service for foreign 


1-800-668-CASH drafts and wires. 


Small Business Accounting & Tax 


3279A Parsons Road, Phone 780-450-1686 


Books 
Ya 2) Sy he 
Se oc orK SS 
10123 Whyte Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
(780) 432-7633 
www.OrlandoBooks.com 


Full and Part Time Help Wanted 
Bring Resume 


Call us at 422-2581 
9668-Jasper Avenue 


Gay- 
Friendly 
Stockholm 
celebrates 
its 750th 
anniversary 


Stockholm will celebrate its 
750th anniversary as a city in 
2002, providing a natural 
opportunity for looking back 
over the centuries. And of 
course, reflection on the past 
will also lead to thinking 
about the future of 
Stockholm. Welcome to this 
750-year-old city of 
bridges! 


Stockholm celebrates its 
750th anniversary June 1- 
8.2002 In July 1252, 
Swedish ruler Birger Jarl 
issued a pair of documents 
that were signed and dated in 
Stockholm. These 
documents, which do not 
actually concern Stockholm 
as such, prove that the Jarl 
was in residence at 
Stadsholmen (present-day 
Gamla Stan, Old Town) 
during that year. This is the 
oldest surviving record of the 
name “Stockholm”. Birger 
Jarl is thought with certainty 
to have been at Stadsholmen 
to plan and oversee the 
building of a stronghold - 
which would later be 
extended and modernized to 
become the old Stockholm 
Palace. This is why 1252 is 
considered to be the year in 
which Stockholm was 
founded - and why the city is 
celebrating its 750th 
anniversary in 2002. 


dp mark the occasion, 


Stockholm will be holding a 
birthday party from June | to 
8, 2002. During this week- 
long celebration, the city will 
be humming with excitement 
and special activities. 
Exhibitions, theatrical 
performances and concerts 
will show off the latest in 
design, architecture, new 
technology and music. Plans 
for the future of Stockholm 
will also be on display. A 
number of different 
exhibitions will present the 
city as it appears today, as it 
will look in the future, and 
what it was like in the past. 
What did Stockholm look like 
750 years ago? What 
happened here in 1523? 
When did King Gustav III die? 
When was the Stockholm 
City Hall built? 


Medieval Stockholm 

The Museum of Medieval 
Stockholm is a museum 
devoted to the origins and 
history of medieval 
Stockholm. Permanent 
artefacts - including a city 
wall built by King Gustav 
Vasa in the 1530s - can be 
studied, and objects on 
exhibit come from all around 
the Stockholm area. The two 
documents that Birger Jarl 
issued in Stockholm will be 
on display at this museum. 


Wwwwimedeliidsmuseetkiftodholnse’ 


Viking Age palace 

The Tre Kronor Museum is 
located in the Royal Palace 
in Stockholm. The 
exhibitions housed in this 
museum deal with the 
building of the palace during 
the Viking Age, and describe 
the history of the palace until 
it was destroyed by fire on 7 
May 1697, The Tre Kronor 
Museum can be found in the 
north wing of the palace, 
where the remains of the 
protective wall that 
surrounded the original 


medieval stronghold can still 
be seen today. The 
exhibitions tell about the 
stronghold’s function as a 
defence complex, as well as 
about how royalty and 
servants once lived at the 
palace. www.royalcourt.se 


Learn more about Gay- 
Friendly Stockholm 

The best place to learn more 
about Stockholm is at the 
Stockholm City Museum. 
This museum is located in 
the seventeenth-century 
palace of Tessin the Elder, 
which is often referred to as 
the Southern City Hall. A 
jubilee exhibition dealing 
with the history of Stockholm 
from 1252 to 2002 will open 
on March 23, 2002, and will 
cover the development of the 
city from a small medieval 
fortified harbour town to the 
multicultural capital that 
Stockholm is today. The 


exhibition examines the 
history of Stockholm in fifty- 
year segments, showing 
visitors war and peace, misery 
and luxury, burghers and 
industry magnates, crowded 
inns and momentous political 
decisions. http:// 
www.stadsmuseum.stockholm.se/ 


Stockholm Information 
Service (SIS) is an 
organisation run by the City of 
Stockholm and the County of 
Stockholm, and is responsible 
for marketing and providing 
information about Stockholm. 
The primary task of SIS is to 
increase the number of visitors 
to Stockholm, to market the 
Stockholm area and to develop 
Stockholm as a destination for 
visitors. The intended markets 
comprise both Sweden and 
other countries. Information 
on Stockholm: 
www.stockholmtown.com 


Jugglers, Stilt Walkers, 
Clowns, Mimes 


Help make this years 


Parade on Saturday, June 22 
Everyone Welcome 


Contact Jim at Buddys Nite Club 
jim@buddysniteclub.com 


Digital Images by Jim’ McBride 


Frank 
Disappointed 
By 
Treatment 
Of Same- 
Sex Couple 
Survivors 


Congressman Barney Frank 
today expressed 
disappointment in the 
decisions that have been 
made so far by the Justice 
Department with regard to 
compensation for the same- 
sex survivors of people 
murdered by terrorists on 


September 11, but noted 
that the final question of 
whether or not these 
bereaved individuals are 
receiving fair treatment will 
not ultimately be determined 
until each of their cases is 
decided. 


Frank had worked to 
persuade the Special Master, 
Kenneth Feinberg, to issue 
regulations, which made 
clear the right of same-sex 
survivors to be treated fairly. 


“Ttis clearly within the statute 
for the Special Master to 
provide compensation to 
surviving members of same- 
sex couples whose partners 
were victims of the same 
murderous acts as were the 
spouses of people allowed 
to be legally married, and 
there is no reason for the 


federal government to 
ignore the pain, loss and 
suffering of one set of 
survivors while providing 
some assistance to others,” 
Frank said. 


He noted that 49 Members 
of the House of 
Representatives, Governor 
Pataki of New York, former 
Mayor Giuliani of New 
York, Attorney General 
Elliot Spitzer of New York, 
and many others urged the 
Justice Department to treat 
all survivors equally. In the 
time after the passage of the 
legislation, Frank consulted 
with members of the Bush 
administration and leading 
Republicans who have 
taken pro-gay and lesbian 
positions as to the best way 
to make this case. 


“Those of us seeking to 
provide fair treatment for 
same-sex couples did 
everything that people close 
to the Bush administration 
recommended that we do,” 
Frank said, “and I am very 
disappointed with the results 
to date. But I note that the 
Special Master has pointed 
out that he retains the final 
authority to make decisions 
case by case, and he has 
asserted that he will take 
equity into account in making 
these final decisions. It is 
only when each of these 
cases is resolved that we 
will know whether or not 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered Americans 
will be treated as second- 
class citizens by their own 
government even at the time 
of their greatest grief.” 


Saturday/Sunday 
Brunch 


IT AM to 4:30 PM 


Queer 
As Folk 
rates 
High 


Zogby/GICensus Partners Poll 
of Gay/Lesbian Americans 
Reveals: Showtime’s “Queer 
as Folk” named favourite show 
portraying Gay/Lesbian 
characters, South Park named 
least favourite; NBC’s “Will 
& Grace” Truman named most 
positive Gay Characters; 
“Folk” star Kinney named most 
negative Gay Character 


Showtime’s “Queer as Folk” 
has been chosen the most 


favourite show featuring Gay 
and Lesbian characters in an 
online poll of Gay/Lesbians 
nationwide. 


“Queer as 
Folk”, 
which 
follows 
the lives 
te) f 
twenty- 
something 
Gay 
friends 
living in 
Pittsburgh, 
was the 
chosen favourite of 39% of 
the respondents. NBC’s “Will 
& Grace” (22%) and “ER” 
(10%) were the second and 
third most favourite shows 
featuring a Gay or Lesbian 
character respectively. 

receiving 


Other shows 


significant votes portraying a 
GLBT character include 
HBO’s “Six Feet Under” 
(8%(, the WB’s “Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer (6%) and 
CBS’s_ The 
Ellen Show” 
(3%). 


This is the 
second in a 
scheduled 
series of polls 
conducted by 
Zogby 
International 
and GLCensus 
Partners (a 
Syracuse University, 
OpusComm Group and 
GSociety Partnership), to 
focus and present the varied 
political, social and cultural 
views of the nation’s Gay and 
Lesbian population. The 
Zogby/GLCenus Partners 
Poll was conducted online of 


1,1931 U.S. residents who 
identified themselves Gay or 
Lesbian. 


While “Queer as Folk” was 
named most favourite show 
featuring a gay character, its 
lead character Brian Kinney, 
played by Gale Harold, was 
voted the gay character 
portrayed most negatively. 
His character was followed 
by the Sean Hayes portrayal 
of Jack McFarland on “Will 
& Grace” (11%) and “ER’s” 
Dr, Carrie Weaver, played by 
Laura Innes (8%). 


“It’s not surprising that 
Showtime’s “Queer as Folk” 
came out as the favourite 
show despite the lead 
character Brian Kinney being 
voted as portraying the most 
negative gay character. It is 
the show that people love to 
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hate, not unlike the *70s mega hit 
“Dallas” and the lead character “JR”, 
says Jeffrey Garber, of OpusComm 
Group, and founding partner of 
GLCensus Partners. 


“I think the bigger surprise to the 
general public, but not the gay and 
lesbian community isthatNBC’s “Will 
& Grace’s” Jack McFarland played 
by Sean Hayes, was perceived the 
second most negatively portrayed gay 
main character. To the 
general public, the 
character Jack is one of 
the most favourite for 
his “over the top” 
performance. However, 
the gay community 
probably feels that 
McFarland’s portrayal 
of Jack, although funny, 
perpetuates negative 
stereotypes such as, an 
unemployed, shallow 
man who lives off the 
good graces of his 
friends”. 


Eric McCormack’s portrayal of Will 
Trumanon “Will & Grace” was named 
gay or lesbian charactermost positively 
portrayed (27%), with Ellen 
DeGeneres’ character Ellen, and Hal 
Sparks’ portrayal of Michael Novotny 
on “Queer as Folk” ina virtual tie for 
the second most positively portrayed 
characters at 12% and 11% 


respectively. 


Scott Seomin, Entertainment Media 
Director for the Gay & Lesbian 
Alliance Against Defamation 
(GLAAD) says of “Eric 
McCormack’s portrayal of Will 
Truman on “Will & Grace” is a 
revelation. This is one of the few 
examples of a straight actor playing 
gay with honesty and integrity: he 
Ad 


DOES do the best job in portrayinga 
gay man currently on television and 
hedeserves ourcommunity’s thanks.” 


Other poll highlights on gay 
and lesbian supporting 
characters. Sixteen percent 
of respondents chose 
Emmett Honeycutt (Peter 
Paige) of “Queer as Folk” 
as doing the best job in his 
supporting role, while Mr. 
Garrison of “South Park” is 
said by overtwo fifths (43%) 
to dothe worst job. Lindsay 
Peterson (Thea 
Gill) of “Queer 
as Folk” is said 
by 14% to 
provide the most 
positive portrayal ofa gay 
(supporting) character, 
whiletwo fifths(40%) say 
Mr. Garrison gives the 
worst portrayal. 


le as Al 


“Lesbian portrayals on 
prime time are 
beloved by the 
gay and lesbian 
community. 
Characters like Dr. Carrie 
Weaver on “ER” and 
Lindsay Peterson on 
“Queer As Folk” are 
popular and scarce. 
Lesbian representation on 
television is so sparse, in 
fact, that our community 
seeks out these characters 
and holds them dear”, 
states GLAAD’s Seomin. 


On, accuracy of GLBT characters, 
respondents were asked to rate the 
portrayal of gay characters in several 
shows on a scale of very accurate, 
somewhat accurate, somewhat 
inaccurate and very inaccurate. Over 
a third (35%) of respondents chose 


peeeere— 


“Queer as Folk” as very accurate in its 
depiction of gay characters, followed 
by “ER” (26%) and “Will & Grace” 
(26%). 


“Will & Grace” earned 
the highest percentages 
as both somewhat 
accurate (44%) and 
somewhat inaccurate 
(17%). “Friends” ties 
“Will & Grace” as 
somewhat accurate 
(44%) and comes 
second place as 
somewhat inaccurate 
(13%). 


Noshows were clearly 
labelled as very 
inaccurate, though “Son of the Beach” 
(7%) led the category. It was also the 
show least likely to be watched by 
respondents (80%). 


The least favourite show that features a 
gay character is Comedy Central’s 
“South Park” ofthe 18% 
of the respondents, 
followed by FX’s “Son 
ofa Beach” (9%), “The 
Ellen Show” (8%) and 
“Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer” (8%), 


Garber says the poll is 
probably summed up 
best from one of the 
comments from the poll 
respondent: “Gay people 
are so diverse, one show 
could not possibly 
accurately describe a Gay person on the 
Gay culture.” 


This is the ongoing series of polls by the 
new Zogby/GLCensus Partners 
partnership seeking to identify specific 
social demographics and attitudes of 
America’s gay and lesbian population. 
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| am writing with concerns 
regarding an ongoing issue on the 
Fort Garry Campus, Currently in 
the first stall of the fourth floor 
Men’s Washroom in the Tier 
Building, written on the wall is a 
“Poll of the Week”. The Poll 
consists of the following question; 


“If | saw a fag I would....” 
Followed by optionsa, b,c. andd. 


Optionsa, b, anddall involve doing 
something graphically sexual to 
the “fag”. The ‘correct’ answer 
circled and with acheckmark next 


to it, however, is option c, which 
involves “beating the shit” out of 
him. 


This “poll” has now been up inthe 
washroom for abouttwo months, 
This is not an isolated incident of 
hate-motivated graffiti towards 
gay people on this campus. In 
January one of the ad postings 
above a urinal in the Men’s 
Washroom on the main floor of 
University Centre was defaced. 
The ad had something to do with 
buying acar after graduation, but 
someone had written in bold black 
marker that the graduate was 
getting ready for his career as a 
“fag”, getting ready to “take it up 
the ass” and learn how to “suck 
cock”, Ifthe graphic language in 
this letter offends you, | am glad, 
because as a gay student on this 
campus I was offended by having 
to see it. | was also offended by 
the University’s lack of sensitivity 
in getting this garbage taken down. 
Another example is the graffiti 
that was written on the election 
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posters for UMSU President and 
Vice President candidates “Nick 
& James” in the UMSU elections 
held in the spring of 2001. 
Homophobic graffiti was written 
and graphic sexual images were 
drawn on large banner posters in 
the Science tunnels. These were 
left up for several days before 
being taken down. Do you know 
what it is like to be a gay student 
on this campus and see 
homophobic graffiti like thisona 
daily basis? It’s scary. It’s 
disheartening, It’s victimizing. 1 
also think it is disrespectful, sad 
and irresponsible on the 
University’s part. 


Asa gay student, I would certainly 
hope that the university would 
clean graffiti like this ASAP, not 
leave it up for weeks and weeks. 
As a gay male, | am fairly 
confident in my sexuality and in 
who lam. | cannot even begin to 
imagine what it must be like to 
know that you are gay and be 
troubled for whatever reasons 


Ei xt 


around your sexual orientation, only 
to be exposed to homophobia like 
this on a daily basis. Or what it 
must be like to be Jewish and see 
racist comments that Hitler had the 
rightidea. Orto be East Indian and 
be told that you shouldn’t be in 
university, that you should bedriving 
a taxi. 


As a student here I personally do 
not feel that they are. Nor have | 
felt that they ever were over the 
past six years that I have been on 
this campus. It is unfortunate that 
ittookme this long to say something. 
I would like to know how the 
University plans on addressing the 
issues that I have brought to your 
attention. This campus is filled 
with racist homophobic remarks. 
Students on this campus see this 
every day and are reminded of 
how undervalued and hated they 
are andare in turn marginalized. If 
you weren’t aware of it before, 
you are now. I look forward to 
hearing from each of you. 

Dale Smith 
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